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THE UNITED STATES ARMY OLD GUARD FIFE AND DRUM CORPS TO PLAY AT THE FEAST OF THE HUNTERS’ MOON IN 2010

When we are in health, all sounds fife and drum for us; we hear the notes of music in the air, or catch its echoes dying away when we awake in the dawn.

-Henry David Thoreau
Honor, Pride and Duty; principles trail blazed by our forefathers over 200 years ago.  From our Colonial past to the present day, these values have been held as pillars of our great republic. Today through patriotic music, precise drill and unwavering dedication, The United States Army’s Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps embodies these steadfast principles.

Dressed in uniforms patterned after field musicians of the First American Regiment of 1784, the musicians of the Corps perform music that instilled pride in our original patriots. Created in 1960 on historic Fort Myer, VA as an element of the 3rd United States Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard), the Fife and Drum Corps holds the distinction of being the Armed Service’s most unique premier musical organization. 
During the American Revolution, fifes, drums and bugles were used in the heart of battle as the primary means of communication. As the first and only signal corps of the time, commanders used the shrillness of the fife, directionality of the bugle and boom of the drum to relay orders to troops on the battlefield and regulate everyday activity in camp. In addition to maintaining good order and discipline, Army field musicians played a vital role in bolstering the morale and spirits of the battle-weary Soldiers. 
Whereas fifes and drums earned their fame during the Revolutionary War, the American tradition of fifing and drumming can be documented as early as 1756 when they were used under the command of Benjamin Franklin, then a militia Colonel in Philadelphia. Utilized alongside Franklin’s artillery regiment, the sounds of the fife and drum were alive almost twenty-five years before the birth of the U.S. Army, truly underscoring the importance of fifes and drums for field communication. 

Today, more than 235 years after the founding of our Army, this truly distinctive musical organization has taken the tradition of fifing and drumming to an unheard level of professionalism.  The Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps’ unique style has made it a staple of official military ceremonies in the Nation’s capital and a favorite of audiences throughout the world.
As an official representative of the United States Army, The Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps averages approximately 500 performances annually. The Corps has entertained millions of spectators in major parades, pageants and historical celebrations throughout the United States, and has served America as a goodwill ambassador as far away as Europe, Australia, and Canada. The Fife and Drum Corps has performed at major sporting events to include NCAA bowl games, NBA games, NFL games, including Super Bowl XVI, the Kentucky Derby, the Indianapolis 500, and the 1980 Winter Olympics in Lake Placid, NY.
Since its founding, The Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps has had a special relationship with the President of the United States. As part of The Old Guard, the Fife and Drum Corps holds tightly its primary mission as Escort to the President of the United States. Beginning with John F. Kennedy in 1961, the Unit has the distinction of escorting the President down Pennsylvania Avenue in every Inaugural Parade. 

As a living symbol of American precision and patriotism, the Unit is chosen to represent our Nation at all White House arrival ceremonies for visiting Heads of State. Performing their signature troop step as they pass in review, the Fife and Drum Corps has honored world leaders such as Mikhail Gorbachev, Pope Benedict XVI, and Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. 

Through a plan approved by Congress in 1781, fifers and drummers were for the first time to be selected from among the enlisted ranks and promoted to the rank of NCO. This originated the tradition of the American “Soldier-Musician.”  Throughout the following centuries, this distinction has been worn with pride and today, the Soldiers of the Fife and Drum Corps hold close their responsibilities as Soldier-Musicians and stand ready to answer any call to duty they receive. As Non-Commissioned Officers, their training has given them the ability to lead, make tough decisions and assume duties well beyond the scope of their musical mission. 

One such call came on September 11, 2001, following the attack on the Pentagon. As first-responders from Fort Myer, Virginia rushed to the aid of service men, women and civilians at the Pentagon, members of the Corps assumed additional responsibilities as liaisons at the National Capital Region Emergency Operations Center and supplemented security control to Fort Myer.  In what is referred by some as the unit’s “finest hour”, Soldiers of the Fife and Drum Corps entered the Pentagon with the work force to remove the remains of those killed in the attack.
50 Years and Beyond…

This year marks the 50th Anniversary for The United States Army Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps.  In reflecting upon five decades of service to the Army and the Nation, one of the Corps’ highest callings is passing on the traditions of their art form. With the future of fifing and drumming vested in the young players of this genre, educational programs such as the annual Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps Juniors’ Workshop are an important part of keeping these traditions alive. 

Each fall since 2005, over one hundred aspiring young fifers and drummers are given the opportunity to work one-on-one with Old Guard musicians.  The students attending not only learn about the basics of music, but also get a glimpse into the life of an Army Soldier through presentations by Tomb Guard Sentinels, Caisson Platoon Soldiers and more.
The Fife and Drum Corps is also active within professional music communities such as the International Trumpet Guild, Percussive Arts Society and the International Flute Association. Instrumental groups and specialty ensembles such as the Corps’ Baroque Trumpet and Flute Ensembles present master classes and clinics, offering a look into their unique music and exposing professional musicians to what the Army offers in the way of musical careers. 

Whether marching in a small-town parade, performing for an elementary school assembly, or representing our Nation to a world leader, The United States Army Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps represents what is truly Army Strong; the honor, pride and duty that have embodied the American spirit for well over two centuries. To see and hear the unit is to experience history come to life, a living, breathing part of our Army heritage and a reminder of the freedoms we as Americans enjoy today.
Marking their golden anniversary, the Fife and Drum Corps will host a national musical tattoo, travel throughout the country on a muster tour and hold anniversary concerts throughout the season. For more information on The United States Army Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps and the Unit’s 50th Anniversary events, please visit their website at www.army.mil/fifeanddrum.
For more information on this year’s Feast of the Hunters’ Moon, visit www.tippecanoehistory.org, or call 765.476.8411.
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